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——Words from the Chairman

Becoming a New Creation in New Year—Elder Charles Yuan
“The work for the whole year is best begun in spring, and the life of a man is best begun in God. “

How lucky we Chinese are to celebrate two New Year days each year, one is the first day of AD 2017, and another is the first day
of the Aimanac year of 4715 in Chinese Lunar Calendar, or called Spring Festival. Nowadays, 1.4 billion Chinese descendants cele-
brate the Spring Festival, the most important Chinese traditional holiday in the world joyfully!

The Spring Festival is a time to pay off the debts, purchase festival food and clothes, and clean up the household. It is a family
reunion time for a big feast. It is a time to get a red envelop of money from the elderlies of the family after bowing with respect. It is a
time to chit chat with the families, play games, or watch the CCTV Spring Entertainment Program. Many folks stay up all night on New
Year's Eve to observe the traditional custom. Fireworks and firecrackers have been lighting and sounding all around the clock and
places. On the New Year Day, every one dresses up to greet each other from door to door, “Congratulation, Happy New Year!” The
dragon and lion dances are performing everywhere with the beating of gongs and drums, and cheerful noises filled in the air.

Red spring couplets, mean Fortune and Happiness, are displayed on the top and sides of door frames on each household, such
as “Man grows with age as time advances, happiness overflows household as Spring comes.” and “Peace and prosperity flourishes,
Good weather brings harvest. “The spring couplets were originated from a renowned folktale, “ In ancient times, there was a monster
named Nian, which dwelled deep in the sea all year round and only showed up every New Year’s Eve to eat people and livestock in
nearby villages. Therefore, on the day of New Year's Eve, people would flee to remote mountains to avoid being harmed by the mon-
ster. People had lived in fear of this monster until one day an old wise man visited the village. He figured out a successful way to scare
away the monster by pasting red papers on doors, burning bamboo to make a loud cracking sound. People happily greeted each other
on their survival from the monster Nian.

Coincidentally, the Bible described a similar history occurred in BC.1300, Moses asked Pharaoh, the King of Egypt to let the Isra-
elites go and free from slavery without success. Finally, God passed through Egypt and stroke down every firstborn of both people and
animals, while passed-over the Israelites without any harm. The Lord instructed Moses and Aaron to slaughter a lamb for each house-
hold, and take some of the blood putting it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses to escape the destruction. As well,
the food they ate are similar, such as eating bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast by the Israelites, and mustard herbs and
dumplings by Chinese.

Today, if we want to pass-over or avoid the destruction, we need to rely only on the precious blood of Jesus Christ which is shed
from His crucifixion for us. And we can get eternal life thereby.

New Year new resolution, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: the old has gone, the new is here!” Dear
friend, | cordially invite you to open the door to welcome Jesus into your heart as your personal Savior!
May God bless you, and the LSA!




— PATREFE
A2 09 IRAF
BAz B AL IA A AT, HFAT!
XA—F— RGO T . EE20175A 0 —F RIS 090 1E, RNBHIE R, HFR4E!

HFEMBE—FF], LREMBEIAPG T, R ERMIOREIFEH, B! LBASFENE —HEF
AT, RBAAINSR, REANGERIFE, —BAR, Timd LIRS, HARKTIRE, kK155 0 7A]
B, RZEIFHR, AR T @ AHRMES. ARITHTIOESL, AR FREFRM, REMURE T @)
B HeAa B, & B2 RME R R K. AH) B A RS KPP KT, RPRELL!

ARLZRHREREFREZSZHRT, BELRNE, BF ST —HED), EEARKREATRHA, RMF
LHFRFAFANA, CHFRBEAFAOA, LHFRUMBARERGA, HAER, RERFF, KMORIRF4
B, fAZSAR BRROME, REREREA, REIFZHER. HHEMAT ok, HLEE, HLkH,
TRICH T e HARTTEBRE QM HAHRT EAABANEAF T L, HOHAEAR, AOERE. WIEAFFREY
REAABE A RELBHRHREEEMBACRAIT, —mtt, FHFEOIHFRER, KM TR20FRBHHALMK
B, RAFRMOEE,

SR, FAKLAHAMD Anderson FLE A9 EABAARKBEIE K, 2016 SFRMTRA A 69 AR5 K EA AR
BHEE, ABALEMENZEZT “ABEATORE” MEH, EEBRALLYL L, »FEER, AR L. 218
FEELRAKRSTHRSRE, REMAESH TR MR, BT ABAZENERBAMGEERELEREF LW H
BhOk, TR BRAL AT A B — R AR O F LA BIR, %485, AANE., Bl R e H olindk st A
RETEENE, SHEMEAMGHE. FHEMFCENE R, BRATRELEZSARMBBEANKE, a5
HINLF——7 . &K —FME, —KGBHEE, —¥TRLOER, EALERREZSOE T, TrmER
BB S TEE, wEmAREGIEAE, BEEANREME, TERABMBAA, ERILBBFHALEARLT, BRIHT &
BN, RERANEGFIRY, REMERBALRRTE W E 0 RA-RMOG KA E, FMAaeLid R
— 4 R EGBA, ERARAGIE,

2T A BB RIERR, 20165F LB AAAELEP SHFRLT “BAEAMBLB/RBR” , EHFH
BA S S IR A R EAR, HEREAIN, FFBAEMNFAELET AR, RESTHK, MAAN, EREA
FEFCE LT RAHHNRA, EEFR, AMARREEDOEGE SRS —WER, SHERAMGIRGFF
&, AR EFVEA R —(BRER A LT R IRA BB AT AE o &AM ST @OF THORARE, HFERE
¥, RESFAFLER, HEBMEGFLE, ERATGEEL,

iR by—FA2, ZMRETITZARGRGRFHRA L@ FEA, PRSE, URLEAF 4o 8RR
o HPAHBRKR—BPARESF, RABBERRR, CAAHERGERE R, RERARBAR—EI, KM
AR AR AAETIA s, TSRS Kl A RAREA X 2@ R . AEEAREMR, “FTHRRE T H
ZHEL, RBOMAE, ARNALFEMELZRMACTHE, KMRFRRRDEEBRG, ZLPATAZ RN L
R, BALRAHREFINTEY, LBANRGARAR R, 7 BN R —HAR )T T RAV ZARREH . &
A, BAMIE SRS, AEBME R AATX LRI AR Kk LA, BARARBEINE, RAZEKL
FRARARALE

BAIFREZOBRA (P HELAE) M SMILE A& 3z, A8 X6 —F2E2mk, REKMKBGRZ
AIXERZTMNGE R, ARHFEZRTELE, AREHTRGEAALGES . 2016FEMNLHET METHFIE
R, SERFNT R, MR FRRARTTH. CATHLORTRE T LG, REMNZEMRE. Rk
B, AR, AAE ITAH, AAREZAEFTROMMA, A TiEXEN A X IRMNGIZT, BXEDT &4
JEQIEAT AHER DR A K EF R B, FMAEAFEMES, BZAFHERLT, BESLEKTHEE, &MESE
S HGTIIRET BEREIE, REELRA, ARARHE, AMEFCRE, EHAHARMMSL, WHRRHH, K
WA A EARER BATA L EFHZT N, BftE, FRA-C—BR L LFLERFOR TERRHE K,
W, BERBHLE . BRHFZRZENLFBERLLTM LR, CEFTEMRF ZKENLRFHN, KK
R FF&E, BS% A AR L RS A AT R T .

BEG—FF, RMALEALRRRAE, #F, FEEFTFEGALH 6. ARGHBAMK, REXKF A
TR ARE 7 BRI . RMNELR T LT FARENTILHEI, RGERB LI FHEE—RLER RE.
AN E.



BEHT AAARRFEHY. RIMNARMNE AW TEZE, A%HAFABAETASE . MAFLKE,
B AXAFREAL SRR E,

BB20175, ZMEAELBHOSAHS, BHAHNIHMI, ARG ER F#L2E5LL0HEHE, EFE5BMNRS
e, HiaFAE LRI A INIRIRSR A, B B3 e, NG EZFRGEG, LB AR ETHE
AR ER G AHRAF B FR .

BB E, I EGRERALAMBEAERBE, F22 50X EFBARANRLTI . 2ETHE
BIAEEE, RATREFTREAIWA, TE—FTHBEARRADREGHRE, FREMEATREHA—EL KA,
@%E%%@ N F AR EZ — R B IR

ERHBHREEHOALHIR T E, MPRZEINEE, T —310ANEGE, TUAEEAH®RE ZOALT RS0 H
BOSMILE s R LG E D), LRI T AARABEENE 2, L84 —BIEBAHEAE, BT PHIGAIMIER
RAAAE e R, RESREETLMBMNELEZRRT, BERT AT LFE 05, RIMAE R BN
AT EIRGE, LELBNAS T @Y R BE,

U HRMRAE, LEAMBERAER L. THFRE SO, KMT TRE2017FEEFRE KMORE,
KA BT — LR LHRIRFG S, BERA S RZOAS A — E%OKW%%&mﬁA%w,m@%EM [P
Tl RAVE B G9A, BETANEREZM, FOEWHIGRZ, A CHIPE LK, RAM@HGIER S, 12K
ﬁﬁ%@%@“%&m,%&m%@%%%& FAOIRAT P R K. KA ARG KB EERM, BARIMRRRE A
T, FABHAMABEEEHELME

FRAY LA — A2 A A R — R B4,
FeE W RBEAIHTE

——Word from the Executive Director

Blessed Ministry

Dear friends of Light and Salt Association, happy new year!

Once again we are saying goodbye to the past year and welcoming the new future. In the beginning of the new 2017, I would like
to wish all of you to have a healthy body and blessed new year!

Every year as we publish our annual book, it’s also a time for us to count the blessings from God, and offer our thanksgiving.
Praise the God! Light and Salt Association (LSA) is stepping into its 20" year by God’s grace and guidance. In the past journey, He
has been with us through mountains and valleys. He strengthened us in times of weakness; provided us when we lack, guided us in
times when we cannot see direction. God has done wonderful works, and upheld us with His mighty hands, so that we can overcome
difficulties and obstacles from all aspects, to achieve what He wanted us to achieve. God’s grace indeed exceeded what we expected
and asked for. Thanks and praise be to the Lord!

I would like to extend my appreciation especially to our volunteers from all past years, who served those they had not known or
met, or even disliked before, because of the love of the Christ, or the move they feel in their heart. The time zips by, our co-workers’
hair turned from black to grey. They have been giving day and night, not for fame or wealth, but to please the Lord only. Thank you
for laying down yourselves to be tolerant, upholding, and encourage to one another. Thank you for offering your time, energy and tal-
ent for the ministries of Light and Salt. Some people stand in the front, some people stand behind the scene. I believe glorious crown
will be in store for you! I also want to thank you for walking with us in one heart. Only with your support and offering, we can persist
to be the light and salt for our community in the past 20 years.

In recent years, the number of Chinese cancer patient coming to MD Anderson in Houston has been increasing greatly. In the sin-
gle year of 2016, we have served more than 100 families that came to Houston for cancer treatment. LSA created the Wechat group
‘Light and Salt Community of Love’ for them, so that they can share experience, exchange information and care for one another. This
platform largely improved the effectiveness of service. Many issues can be solved immediately. Other than Light and Salt that continu-
ously provides for their medical and daily needs, Rev. Joshua Tao offers spiritual care for them weekly by sharing the Gospel and
leading people to Christ. Brothers and sisters from Houston Chinese Church also provide the patients a spiritual home, and care for
their physical, mental and spiritual needs like families do. Due to the limit of space I cannot recount all the touching stories here, nor
can | list out all the volunteers’ names. One greeting, one ride, one English class, emergency assistance in the late night, cordial ac-
companiment in ICU, wedding in hospice, the last goodbye at funeral... Volunteers who are not the families of the patients, do more
than families can do. All these gracious deeds touched many hearts like gentle raindrops in the spring, transformed many lives, and
introduced them to the source of love, our Lord Jesus Christ. They found the most beautiful blessing of the life in the midst of suffer-
ing, and became a blessing for others.



To better serve our cancer patients, LSA and Chinese Christian Herald Crusades Houston (CCHC) founded ‘Christian Holistic
Cancer Care Coalition’, and invited all interested cancer caring organizations, churches and individuals to join us. As a coalition we
are able to integrate resources, take advantage of the specialized knowledge, and coordinate manpower, so that patients can be served
better physically, mentally, and spiritually. Through all these years, we gain deeper and deeper understanding of the importance of
collaboration and unification. Collaboration allows us to do double with half effort, so that service that cannot be accomplished by one
person or individual organization can be achieved. Unification pushes the progress of our ministry to be smoother and increase the
effectiveness, so that we can serve with peace and joy to testify for the Lord, and expand God’s kingdom.

In the past year, we offered service for more than 3000 person-times for individual marketplace enrollment, SHOP enrollment,
and Medicaid/CHIP application. A large number of our consumers came to the US long time ago, but never purchased health insur-
ance. Some people have no knowledge about the US health insurance system, and how to use health insurance. Our navigators provid-
ed comprehensive and helpful services for the public, using their professional knowledge and also their loving and patient heart. Some
customers told us, “Other people told us changing our primary doctor or dealing with billing issue after purchasing the insurance is not
their business, because they only sell insurance, and will not take care of customer service. However, LSA can help with all of these.
The service of LSA is indeed different.” We attribute our ‘difference’ to our Lord Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God who gave us capabil-
ity and loving hearts, so that we who are weak and insignificant can partake in His great mission, to use LSA to manifest the love of
God, and let people know about the sacrificial love of the Christ.

SMILE project set for adults with special needs (after high school), has been growing steadily in the past year. The most precious
comfort we received are the smiley faces of these grown children, and to see them making progress in daily living and social skills. In
2016, we started learning disability and developmental delay screening for young children, hoping early screening can lead to early
intervention. We also offered music therapy for children who received diagnosis, to improve their motor, communication, cognition,
social, behavioral, and emotional expression skills. In order to let parents help their children more effectively, we organized seminars
for parents, on topics including behavioral correction training, and parent right. We started our SMILE project by faith when we did
not have any founding, and lacked staff, just because these children needed it. As we look back, we are grateful that God created the
path and poured down His blessing abundantly when we offered our faith. Initially we only have Chinese families in the project, yet
now we have children from other ethnic groups as well. Thanks be to God, who led devoted co-workers to serve special need families
and they became encouraging team members to one another. Thanks also go to many professional teachers to offer class for the chil-
dren, and parents who participated and invested in the project. All these people are like sailors on one boat, who labor towards the
same goal for our angle-like pure hearted children.

In the past year, we stepped out our Chinese community to collaborate with Vietnamese, Korean, Pilipino and other Asian organi-
zations, in order to serve Asian community in areas of health insurance, health education, and health screening. We also delivered
training for these Asian organizations. It has been a pleasure to grow together with other Asian organizations, and give back to our
community.

Our Cantonese radio program has been growing in the variety and quality of contents. Our volunteers self-scripted, self-directed,
and self-broadcasted musical which reached a professional standard. The program brings high-quality program for audiences five days
a week.

Looking forward to 2017, we shall have the same mindset as Jesus Christ, to labor hard for the Lord, to redeem lost souls. We
hope to collaborate with more churches, to spread Gospel through our ministry to those who do not know Jesus yet, so they will be
brought to church and receive a more abundant life, and be shepherded as they become willing to accept Jesus as their personal savior.

In cancer patient caring, we will continue to expand Christian Holistic Cancer Care Coalition, and hope that more churches and
individuals will join the volunteer team. We hope to improve our database design and management, to make resource sharing and vol-
unteer coordination easier. We would like to follow-up with international patients who returned back to their country, so that they can
find another community of love that can care for them spiritually, and they can also share and spread the love from Jesus.

For special need program, we hope to raise fund to purchase a 10-seat van. The van will be used to provide transportation for
adults with special needs to participate our SMILE day program, and also meet the transportation needs of cancer patients. LSA is a
non-profit organization, which means other than applying grant and using the money on specific programs, we have to fully rely on
God’s provision through churches, business organizations and charities. We believe that as long as we continue to do what pleases the
God, we will surely experience His abundant blessing in all aspects.

Please continue to pray for us, and contact us to become a volunteer. Because only through your loving donation are we able to
keep on serving our community. Please pray that God will give each of our co-worker a heart that is willing to serve humbly, and walk
an extra mile with those in need. Please also pray that God will give us a tolerating and forgiving heart, so we can fix our eyes on our
Lord Jesus in all kinds of encounters, ever when we are weak, even when we feel wronged or misunderstood. Although there are many
challenges in front of us, but we believe deeply that God will guide us by his gracious hands, so our team will keep growing in the
blessed ministry. May God pour His great love down to us, and give us strength that will never dry up. May LSA continue to be the
light and salt for the community.

May God bless you and your family with peace and joy.
(Translated by Jingzhi Chen) Helen Sun, Ph.D

Executive Director of Light and Salt Association
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